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Method

To understand the impact of digital resources on humanities scholarship, we are
examining whether Whitman scholars cited the Walt Whitman Archive (WWA). To
construct our bibliography, we examined:
e works included in M. Jimmie Killingsworth’s bibliographic essays on
Whitman in American Literary Scholarship (2000-2004). We used
Killingsworth’s essays as a filter to make the project more manageable.
e a keyword search on Walt Whitman in the MLA Bibliography for 2004-
2006. We looked at everything but dissertations and reviews.

To determine whether a work cited the WWA, we examined the notes and bibliography
and skimmed the text for mentions of the archive. If the work was not available in Rice
University’s Fondren Library and was too difficult to attain through Interlibrary Loan, we
removed it from our bibliography. (This was only a small percentage of the total works.)
Our preliminary analysis shows that 38 out of 299 scholarly works, or about 13%, cite
the WWA. We should note that just because scholars didn't cite the WWA doesn’t
mean that they didn’t use it.
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Additional Scholarly Works Citing the WWA not Meeting Our Initial Criteria for
Inclusion in the Bibliography

Listed below are works that were not included in our bibliography of scholarly works on
Walt Whitman (2000-2006) that was compiled using American Literary Scholarship and
the MLA Bibliography. We located the works below by doing a search for “Walt
Whitman Archive” in JSTOR/Project Muse, Google Scholar, Google Books, and
Amazon Book Search. (Google Scholar proved to be the most all-encompassing
source, although it did give us some false hits.)

It appears that each works was excluded because it was either
e published before 2000 or after 2006

a review

a dissertation

not explicitly about Walt Whitman

an unpublished paper

focused on humanities computing

focuses on teaching/undergraduate research

slipped through the cracks
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