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In this unusual year, the 
Friends of Fondren Library 

will continue to uphold 
our tradition of annual support 

for Fondren Library.

Please join us as we maintain uninterrupted giving in 2021
by remembering the legacy of donors, who through their generosity, 

have shaped the library’s building, collections and programs.
 

Our next in-person gala will be held March 25, 2022.
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Karen Hess Rogers
Cathryn Rodd Selman
Lee Chatham Seureau

Mary Ellen Wilson
John E. Wolf, Jr., M.D., M.A. 



In 1950, a group of library supporters created Friends of Fondren Library 
to provide financial and programming support to Rice University’s 
Fondren Library. This dues-based organization leveraged their fundraising 
efforts in the 1980s with an annual Saturday Night party, held on the 
main floor of the library. The second Saturday Night party featured a 
Monte Carlo casino theme, which proved to be especially popular and 
was repeated for many years. Revenues generated during the early galas 
established the Friends of Fondren Library Endowment Fund, a fund to 
purchase library books and materials. 



In the ensuing years, the event outgrew the library and was held in other 
venues, including Baker Hall, Cohen House, the Houston Country Club 
and the River Oaks Country Club. A formal dinner and auction replaced 
the casino tables, but the focus remained on supporting Fondren Library 
and expanding its collections. Following a major library renovation in 
2006, the gala returned to the library’s main floor for several years 
before moving to its most recent location, the River Oaks Country 
Club. Favorite gala traditions that have spanned the years include special 
occasion dinner tickets, auctions and the custom of honoring those who 
have had a special impact on the library. 





Friends of Fondren galas have funded many improvements to the 
library building and its collections, including: 

• 	 The Friends of Fondren Library Endowment Fund
• 	 The Endowment Fund for Special Collections
•	 The Friends of Fondren University Librarian’s Endowment
•	 Renovations throughout the library, including the South Reading 

Room, the Brown Fine Arts Library, and offices and study rooms 
•	 Staff support for projects and special collections, including the Task 

Force on Slavery, Segregation and Racial Injustice and the Houston 
Jewish History Archive

•	 The purchase of books, musical scores and electronic resources to 
support faculty and student scholarship and research 



Supporting Friends of Fondren Library also helps us create programming 
that connects Rice and the library to the Houston community. Over 
the years, the Friends of Fondren has hosted book sales and student 
art shows, held a Distinguished Author lecture series and published the 
Flyleaf. Current programming includes Books That Shaped My World 
lectures, homecoming concerts and Meet the Author events that make 
Rice’s scholarship endeavors accessible to the Rice community and 
beyond. The Rice Authors Reception, hosted by Friends of Fondren, is 
the only universitywide event honoring Rice faculty, staff, alumni and 
members of the Friends of Fondren who write or edit a book, compose a 
musical piece or produce a solo art show. 





Friends of Fondren Library Gala Honorees

1990	 Mr. Sam Carrington
1991	 Mr. and Mrs. Richard O. Wilson
1992	 Mrs. Edward Kelley and Family
1993	 Mr. H. Malcolm Lovett
1994	 Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Anderson
1995	 Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Woodson III
1996	 Harris Masterson III
1997	 Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Duncan
1998	 The Honorable James A. Baker III
1999	 Mr. and Mrs. William. P. Hobby
2000	 The FOFL Past Presidents
2001	 The Fondren Family
2002	 The Honorable Edward M. Kelley and Mrs. Janet Kelley
2003	 Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Brochstein
2004	 President and Mrs. Malcolm Gillis
2005	 Mr. and Mrs. E. William Barnett
2006	 Mr. and Mrs. Burton McMurtry
2007	 The New Fondren Library

2008	 The Friends
2009	 Mr. and Mrs. Albert Kidd
2010	 Professors John Boles and Robert Patten
2011	 Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Rogers
2012	 Mr. and Mrs. Ralph O’Connor
2013	 The Honorable Annise Parker, Mayor of Houston, 
		  and The Honorable Edward M. Emmett, 
		  Harris County Judge
2014	 Mr. and Mrs. Melbern Glasscock
2015 	 President David Leebron and Ms. Y. Ping Sun
2016	 Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Graham
2017	 The Linda and D. Kent Anderson Family
2018	 Mr. and Mrs. James Crownover (Molly and Jim)
2019	 Mr. and Mrs. Robert Tudor, III (Phoebe and Bobby)
2020	 Mr. and Mrs. Ira Gruber (Pat and Ira), 
		  postponed to 2022



Friends of Fondren Library Gala Chairs

1997	 Lew Eatherton
1998	 Lew Eatherton
1999	 Susie Glasscock
2000	 Lee Seureau	
2001	 Frances Heyne
2002	 Pamela Riley Smith
2003	 Lucas and Vicky Elliot
2004	 Texas Anderson, Roxanne Shaw Apple,  
		  Lucas Elliot, Elizabeth Kidd, Charles Maynard, 
		  Sally Reynolds, Karen Rogers                                          
2005	 Harriet Calvin Latimer
2006	 Elsa Horlock and Mary Ellen Wilson
2007	 Peggy Barnett

2008	 Lee Seureau
2009	 Cathryn Rodd Selman
2010	 Debby Crabtree
2011	 Susan Alexander
2012	 Elizabeth Gillis and Geraldina Wise
2013	 Kathryn King Coleman and Hank Coleman
2014	 Phoebe and Bobby Tudor
2015	 Melinda Snell and Bess Wareing
2016	 Karen and Larry George
2017	 Liz Howard Crowell
2018	 Catherine and Brian James
2019	 Amy and Robert Taylor
2020 	 Bryan and Deborah Domning, postponed to 2022



Through the years, Fondren Library has served as the heart of campus research and scholarship; a repository of journals, documents, databases and 
rare books; a quiet place to study; a gathering place for students at The Roost or Club Fondy; and a place of innovation and digital resources.    

We kindly ask you to make a donation today to  continue to build and preserve the library’s legacy. 
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email mary.lowery@rice.edu 

or visit http://library.rice.edu/friends.

Special thanks to the Woodson Research Center 
for assistance with historical photographs.
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